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From the District Governor… 
 

I trust you are all well…I 

start with this having 

managed to finally get over 

the worst cold I have ever 

suffered as well as my first 

dose of COVID. Anyway, all 

better now and trust your 

sniffles and sneezes are not 

causing too many problems. 
 

I’m looking forward to a 

pretty full programme of 

meetings, events and 

conversations including with people who are not 

currently Rotarians. I am very proud to carry the 

message about what we achieve at club, district, national 

and international level and to try to inspire a new 

generation of members. This will include supporting the 

roadshows being planned by Sue Campbell and her 

team in Communications & Public Image (CPI). They are 

planning a bold, public-facing presence in public places 

that can reach people who may not know all of what we 

achieve.  
 

This is only a part of what we all need to do….you will 

have heard me say before and repeat that we must all 

have the confidence to promote Rotary to people who 

are not our family, friends or colleagues. As far as I’m 

concerned if somebody is doing good in the community 

they are a potential Rotarian….or rather they are already 

a Rotarian just not a member of Rotary yet. 
 

Two things that are inspiring me and hopefully you too 

are…. 
 

Firstly, Team Emotive completing their cross Atlantic row 

– well done to the team from Veterans at Ease including 

Rotarian Garreth Murrell. A full report is in this Bulletin so 

I’ll leave it at that. 
 

Secondly, Global Teacher – we heard from Rotarian 

Chris Nutman at District Council, saw his stand at District 

Conference and soon will have the opportunity of 

supporting the growth of this wonderful way of bringing 

education to the world. It’s not often we have an 

invention created by a young Rotarian from the north 

east to celebrate. See more by visiting https://

globalteacher.co/ and a full report will be in the next 

Bulletin 
 

Have a good February everybody. 
 

Rotarian Steve Rose, 

District Governor, 

District 1030. 

Important Dates for your Diary 
 

 

Multi District Leadership Development Forum - 17 & 18 
February Warwick University 
*22 February District Council  
 

District Officer Preparation Seminar – Saturday 25 
February 10.00 – 15.30 - The Greenhouse Business 
Centre Stanley (Booked) 
 

President Elect Preparation Seminar – Saturday 1 April 
10.00 – 15.30 Venue - The Greenhouse Business Centre 
Stanley (Booked) 
*20 April Team meeting 
 

District Assembly 2023 / 24 – May 2023 – exact dates to 
follow 
 

Additional Dates for your Diary: 
 

All Ability Games 2023 – Sunday 25 June Venue 
Middlesbrough Sports Village (Booked) 
 

Handover Sunday 2 July – Venue – Ramside Hotel 
(Booked) 
 

District Conference – 6 - 8 October 2023 Venue - 
Rendezvous Hotel, Skipton (Booked) 
 

PDG Barbara Broadbelt 

Leadership Development & Training 
 

More Dates for your Diary are on page 6 

 

GAMP FUNDING ASSISTS ROTARY 
PROJECT 

 

I 
n late 2021, Rotary Newton Aycliffe applied to the 
Great Aycliffe and Middridge Partnership (GAMP) 
and was approved for funding from the Covid-19 
Recovery Food and Support Programme to be uti-

lised in the local community for the relief of poverty. 
The grant was to be used for food hampers, white 
goods and related aid and assistance. 
 

The project has now been completed, and over 250 
people comprising individuals and members of fami-
lies have benefited from the hard work of a handful of 
Rotarians and other organisations. Junction 7 was 
heavily involved in the work, as was St. Clare’s Food-
bank and between them, they received over 55 food 
hampers for distribution to persons and families re-
ferred to them.  
 

The white goods were supplied by the County Durham 
Furniture Help Scheme who delivered and installed 4 
cookers, 2 washing machines and other miscellane-
ous household items and our thanks go to them. In 
total over 60 families have received assistance during 
the grant period. 
 

Special mention must be made of Rotarian Geoff 
Batchelor who works tirelessly in our community for 
those in need of a little extra help.  
 

Margaret Fenwick, 
Rotary Newton Aycliffe. 

 

Booking Form for the 

District Conference is 

on page ten. 

Early booking is 

advised 

From the Editor… 
 

I have now moved to a new address. 
 

My new telephone number is 
01388 309316 
 

My email address remains the same at 
brianshaw6@sky.com 
 

I look forward to your continued support during 2023. 

https://globalteacher.co/
https://globalteacher.co/
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Shared Presidency at Rotary 
Barnard Castle 

 

C 
ontinuing their policy of 'shared 
Presidency', with a new President being 
inducted every three months, the Club had 
the pleasure of inducting its third shared 
President of the year recently. 

 

Keith Miles, our new and 86th President, has long 
service and experience with Rotary Barnard 
Castle. The Club is thriving, has a full up-coming 
programme, and was delighted to welcome its third 
new member this year.  
 

Deborah Wafer is an experienced Rotarian, having 
been a member in the Far East, and is already taking 
on responsibilities within our Club. She works at 
Barnard School, and will provide a valuable asset to the 
Club with any cooperation with the school. 
 

David Yeadon, 
Shared President. 

District Fishing Competitions 
 

Please note the following District fishing 
competitions and relevant dates:  
 

The Sedgefield Trophy - For the heaviest Rainbow or 
Brown Trout caught in UK waters between 1 January 
2023 and 31 October 2023. 
 

The Stanley Cup - For the heaviest Salmon or Sea 
Trout caught in UK waters between 1 January 2023 and 
31 October 2023. 
 

The Rotary Whickham Annual Fly Fishing 
Competition - This will be held in May 2023 with the 
date, time and venue to be announced. 
 

All entries please to Rotarian David Coxon - telephone 
0191 4103835 or email davidcoxon1@outlook.com. A 
photo and details of where and when caught, along with 
the weight would be welcome. 

A 
 group of Darlington students have been 
honoured in a special awards ceremony. 
‘Extraordinary’ unsung heroes, mentors 
and contributors to school life from 

Darlington secondary schools were recognised at 
the annual Austin Brooks awards. 
 

The awards, by Rotary Darlington, feature young 
people who had been cited by their teachers as having 
significantly achieved and contributed to the life and 
well-being of their schools. 
 

The nominated students, who are all in the final year of 
compulsory education, were awarded a certificate of 
achievement and a book of their choice. 
 

The long standing awards, organised by Rotarian Peter 
Campbell, are named after a former head teacher of 
Longfield school and a long serving Darlington 
Rotarian, the late Austin Brooks. 
 

President of Darlington Rotary, Robin Raine, said: ‘The 
stories about the extraordinary achievements of these 
young people are truly amazing. 
 

‘This is always a very worthwhile and joyful event, 
which has been running for more than 50 years and is 
a highlight of our Rotary year.’  
 

The event was also attended by Darlington MP Peter 
Gibson, who praised the students for their ‘inspiring’ 
contributions. 

The full list of recipients is: Jade Spinks, Beaumont Hill 

Academy; Jacob Trotter, Carmel College; Lily Calvert, 

Haughton Academy; Rebecca Johns, Hummerskott 

Academy; Oliver Morgans, Polam Hall School; Tyler 

Mellor, St Aiden’s Academy; Shannon Hale, Wyvern 

Academy. 
 

Sue Campbell, 
Rotary Darlington. 

The awardees, with President Robin Raine (centre) and 
Darlington MP Peter Gibson 

Young People Honoured 

mailto:davidcoxon1@outlook.com
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Barney Rotary Christmas quiz 
results 

 

W 
ell, the results are now available on the 
Rotary Barnard Castle Facebook page, 
and out of the over 100 completed 
quizzes submitted, and 750 sold, 35 
got ALL of the answers correct! 

 

You are either getting too clever for us, or the questions 
are getting easier, but either way, well done, and again 
thank you for helping Rotary. 
 

As you know, we allocate £50 out of the takings for 
prize money, and we don't think you would each 
appreciate a cheque for £1.42, so all of the 35 winning 
names  will go 'into the hat', and the first five names out 
will each be sent  a cheque for £10. 

We buy the quizzes from a Rotary Club in Sandy, 
Bedfordshire, and for them this is also a fund raising 
exercise. Our total takings were around the £2000 
mark, with some monies still coming in. We have a net 
profit of £1600, and £1400 will be immediately sent to 
ShelterBox, with the remaining £200 being used for 
local emergency funding requests. 
 

Once again a big 'thank you', and we guess that we 
had better tell Rotary Sandy to include some 
diabolically difficult questions in next year's quiz! 
 

NB For those who could not get the answer to question 
no 32, then the photo below is the answer. The clever 
clue was 'Repetitively before burning bright', and 
alludes to a poem written in 1794 by William Blake, the 
first line being, 'Tiger, Tiger, burning bright'. Blake 
spells 'Tiger' as 'Tyger'. 
 

The tiger in the photo lives at The Old Well, the 
meeting place of Rotary Barnard Castle. 
 
 

David Yeadon, 
Joint President. 

WARM WELCOME FOR CORPORATE 
MEMBERS 

 

R 
otary Alnwick has recently inducted its fifth 
and sixth Corporate Members, these being 
Alncom and Sherkhan of Alnwick. They join 
the four other valued Corporate Members of 
the Club.  

Being associated with local businesses in this way is 
proving to be highly successful. All support the Club in a 
variety of ways and enjoy attending regular meetings 
from time to time as well as taking part in service 
activities and many other forms of support for the Club. 
 

Through the Corporate Membership scheme, the name 
of Rotary is widely promoted within the business 
community of the locality. The recent induction took place 
within Sherkhan’s restaurant; an ‘evening with a 
difference’ hugely enjoyed by all who participated. 
 

Joy Palmer Cooper,  
Rotary Alnwick 

 

Charter Day Lunch 
 

Rotary Sunderland are hosting a Charter Day Lunch on 
Sunday, 26 March at the Stadium of Light and would like 
to invite Rotary members and friends from District 1030 
to join them for their lunch celebration. 
 

If anyone wishes to join them, would please email their 
President Peter Dunn at p.dunn100@ntlworld.com or 
alternatively email Secretary Philip Tweddell at  
phil.tweddell@btinternet.com, and a menu will be 
forwarded, including the price and payment details. 
 

Philip Tweddle, 
Rotary Sunderland. 

Alncom, above, and Sherkhan, below being inducted as 
Corporate members of Rotary Alnwick. 

mailto:p.dunn100@ntlworld.com
mailto:phil.tweddell@btinternet.com
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R 
otary Ponteland held four events over the 

Christmas period and raised over £5000 for 

charity. 
 

An in-store collection at Tesco Extra, Kingston Park in 

November raised £420 followed by the second annual 

outing of their Santa’s Sleigh (see picture). Local 

people turned out in large numbers to see Santa’s 

Sleigh tour Ponteland and Darras Hall. Despite the cold 

and wet weather £500 was collected for charity.   
 

A Christmas Market held at Ponteland Community 

Primary School supported by over thirty local craft and 

food stallholders raised £1000. Rotary Ponteland 

President Janet Cusworth commented “We were very 

grateful to our Rotary friends and helpers who 

volunteered with us at our Christmas events; without 

their help it would not have been possible.”  
 

This year Rotary Ponteland were been able to attract 

additional funding from Lloyds Bank Foundation with all 

monies being raised match funded by the Foundation. 
 

Children’s Cancer North were Rotary Ponteland’s 

chosen charity this year and will receive £4700. The 

charity supports children, young people and families 

across the North East and Cumbria who travel to the 

Great North Children’s Hospital in Newcastle for their 

cancer treatment. They also fund vital childhood cancer 

research at the Wolfson Childhood Cancer Research 

Centre in Newcastle.  
 
 

A Carol concert with the Bedlington Salvation Army 

Band was held at Ponteland Methodist Church attended 

by Rotary members, friends and the general public, and 

raised nearly £500 for the Salvation Army to support 

their work in the local community.  
 

For more information about Rotary Ponteland visit 

www.rotaryponteland.org.uk  
 

Peter Tincombe, 
Rotary Ponteland. 

Santa’s Sleigh outside the shops on Thornhill Road, 
Ponteland 

Christmas Events a big success ! 

http://www.rotaryponteland.org.uk
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Tree Collection Bags a Bundle 
 

M 
ore than £16,000 was raised by 
around seventy five Rotary 
Darlington  members and 
friends at the annual 
Darlington Christmas tree 
recycling collection. 

 

The project supports Darlington’s St Teresa’s Hospice 
and trees are collected over two days early in 
January. This is the 12th annual collection. 
 

Christmas tree tagging at one of the area’s biggest 
suppliers starts in early December. Trees are tagged 
with a note which asks people to donate online to 
have their trees picked up post-New Year. St Teresa’s 
collate and list the addresses, and teams of three 
volunteers then go out in vans on a specified route to 
collect them. 
 

Of the £16,400 raised this year, 20% will be forwarded 
to Rotary charities and the rest to the hospice. This 
year seventeen vans were used and 1,600 trees were 
collected and chipped.  
 

It was also estimated that 224 pies, 60 cheese 
pasties, 120 bacon butties and gallons of tea and 
coffee – all donated free – were consumed by the 
volunteers.  
 

Darlington President Robin Raine said: ‘The 
Christmas tree collection – organised expertly at our 
end by Rotarian David Hayward - is a firm fixture in 
our annual series of projects. It’s great fun and more 
importantly, raises vital cash for our much needed 
local hospice, which does amazing work in the town.’ 
 

Sue Campbell, 
Rotary Darlington. 

GET IN TOUCH 
 

This Bulletin is devoted to giving you the 
opportunity to have your say. Whether you 
want to advertise an event, praise or 
complain, suggest or advise, add information 
or correct it, or just get something off your 
chest, we’d love to hear from you. Contact the 
Editor at brianshaw6@sky.com. Please note 
the deadline for any correspondence for the 
OCTOBER, 2022 edition of The Bulletin 
should be received by the Editor no later than 
26 SEPTEMBER, 2022. 
 

►District Council, Wednesday 22 February 2023, 

Zoom 

►Mothering Sunday, 19 March 2023. 

►British Summer time starts, clocks forward, 

Sunday, 26 March 2023 

►President Elect Preparation Seminar – Saturday 1 

April 2023, 10.00 – 15.30 Venue - The Greenhouse 

Business Centre, Stanley  

►Easter Sunday, 9 April 9 2023. 

►May Day Holiday,  Monday 1 May 2023. 

►Coronation Charles III, 6 May 2023 

►Extra Bank Holiday, 8 May 2023 

►District Assembly 2023/24 – May 2023 – exact 

dates to follow 

►Spring Bank Holiday, Monday 29 May 2023. 

►Fathers Day, Sunday 18 June 2023. 

►All Ability Games 2023 – Sunday 25
th

 June Venue 

Middlesbrough Sports Village. 

►Handover Sunday 2 July – Venue – Ramside Hotel 

(Booked) 

►Late Summer Holiday, Monday 28 August 2023. 

►Merchant Navy Day, Sunday 3 September 2023. 

►Great North Run, Date to be announced in 

September 2023. 

►District Conference – 6 – 8 October 2023 Venue - 

Rendezvous Hotel, Skipton  

►British Summer Time Ends, clocks go back, 

Sunday 29 October 2023. 

►Hallowe’en, 31 October 2023 

►Remembrance Sunday, 12 November 2023 

►Christmas Day is on a Monday, 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 

Above: One of the collection crews chipping the 
trees after collection. 
 

Below: the collection crews get ready to go. 
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Music and Food Evening at  
Barnard Castle 

 

M 
embers of the Rotary satellite e-club of 
Barnard Castle are organising an evening 
of music and food in aid of the charity 
Teesdale Opportunities for Disabled 

Youngsters (TODYS) – which was formed in 2000 to fill 
a gap in the provision of support for families caring for 
youngsters with disabilities. 
 

Working closely with Learning Disability nurses, 
TODYS offers practical support to both the youngsters 
and their parents/carers with a weekly club night where 
a different activity is offered at each session. 
Additionally, outings are organised throughout the year. 
 

Charity founder Joan Bailey said, “Our youngsters are 
not always welcomed into other clubs; for many, 
TODYS is their only opportunity to socialise out of 
school – and for those who have left school, the only 
chance to meet up with friends. We have a waiting list 
of youngsters keen to join but we are limited currently 
by the number of volunteers we have and, of course, 
resources. Thank you, Rotary, for your support which 
hopefully will result in both attracting more helpers and 
enable us to offer a greater variety of activities.” 
 

Emma Fisk’s highly acclaimed Hot Club du Nord gypsy 
jazz quartet will provide the entertainment and, to 
continue the Gallic theme, French inspired food will be 
served during the interval - with French wines and 
beers available to purchase. There will also be a raffle! 
 

Time and date: 7.15pm Friday 10
th
 March 

Venue: St Mary’s Parish Hall, Newgate, Barnard Castle 
DL12 8NQ 
 

Tickets are £15 (to include food) and can be bought at: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/bcrotary/t-galjzpg. 
 

Colin Dunnighan, 
Rotary Barnard Castle. 

 

MANHEALTH VOLUNTEERS VISIT 
ROTARY 

 

R 
otary Newton Aycliffe recently hosted a visit 
from volunteers of ManHealth. David 
Symington, Executive Director and Ciaran 
McMenamin, Volunteer Facilitator, pictured 

with our President David, came along to our meeting to 
talk about the service provided by this rapidly expanding 
organisation. They told us that ManHealth was founded 
seven years ago by someone in crisis who recognised 
the need to support men with their physical and mental 
health and was in response to the realisation that men 
will not speak out, feel ashamed and struggle to talk.  

The room fell silent as firstly Ciaran then David related 
their own experiences of mental health issues; how they 
found help at ManHealth and then became involved as 
volunteers. We listened quietly as we were given the 
frightening statistics of suicides and other mental health 
connected issues. For those under 50 years old, 76% of 
suicides are men. 73% of adults who go missing are 
men. 87% of rough sleepers are men. Hearing this, 
many of us felt emotional, shocked, helpless. 
 

A new initiative is the Man Ambassador programme 
which trains male employees to be well-being 
advocates at work. The training programmes and short 
courses to assist businesses to better support the men 
in their workforce. Physical health is also addressed, 
with interventions aimed at the top five preventable 
killers of work age men, these being obesity, liver 
disease, diabetes, cancer, and suicide.  
 

Come along to talk to us in a safe space where there is 
support without judgement. We would rather listen to 
your story, than attend your funeral. 
 

For more information, access the manhealth.org.uk 
website where the weekly walk-in sessions are detailed 
and available across the region and are free to attend 
with more groups planned in the near future. Email 
info@manhealth.org.uk or call 01388 320023.  
 

Margaret Fenwick, 
Rotary Newton Aycliffe. 

 

The photographs 

show youngsters 

participating at a 

TODYS music and 

drama workshop 

and in an outdoor 

activity.  
 

Permission has 

been given for the 

use of these 

images. 

mailto:info@manhealth.org.uk
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   CHARITY GOLF DAY@ Foxton Hall   

 September 25th 2023  (by kind permission of Alnmouth Golf Club) 

Teams of 4  - Entry fee £140 (Gents, Ladies or Mixed) 

For further information, including sponsorship opportunities, contact 

Rotarian Phil Derry on  07710 423550 

  or email: phil.derry@trackaphone.com 



www.rotary1030.org                                                                                                                                          page nine 

 

ANNUAL DISTRICT CONFERENCE 
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th October 2023  

The Hotel Rendezvous Skipton  

 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR CHRIS BAYLIS 
     
District Governor Chris and Janice warmly invite you to join them at our District Conference. It will be 
a great opportunity to renew friendships, have fun and fellowship, and be inspired. 
 
Booking information and notes 
 
The Conference: Will be held at the Hotel Rendezvous Skipton, BD23 2TA. All meals, plenary sessions and 
entertainment will take place at the Hotel. As a result of consultation with the membership there are two options for booking:  
 
(1) Full 2 nights DB&B package from 4pm Friday through after breakfast on Sunday morning, check out time is 10.30am. 
(2) Day delegate package with no accommodation but there are options to attend the dinners on the Friday and Saturday 
evenings.   
 
The Conference sessions will run from 9.30am on Saturday 7th October and will close at 4.30pm. Coffees, tea and buffet lunch are 
included in the registration fee. 
 
Accommodation: We have 85 rooms in total contracted to us. 10 have been designated for single occupancy but 
there is single room supplement of £30.00 per room per night. 2 rooms are fully wheelchair accessible with others available with 
“walk in showers”. All other rooms available are either double or twin. Family rooms to accommodate up to 4 single beds can also 
be arranged. Please be specific on your booking form as to the type of accommodation required. Early booking is advised.  There 
is ample car parking on site and complimentary access to the on-site leisure club which has a fully equipped gym and swimming 
pool. 
 
Registration: The separate Registration form should be completed and returned to the Registrar, Rtn Peter Firth,  
with payment made to the ‘District 1030 Conference Account’ as specified below.  Please indicate your room preference on the 
Registration Form.  
 
Please note that the £80 day delegate conference registration fee is non-returnable. The registration fee is inclusive of 
tea/coffee throughout the day and a Chef’s choice Buffet Lunch. Please ensure you highlight any dietary requirements on your 
booking form. 
 
Cancellation Policy: Cancellation w ithin 4 weeks of the commencement of the Conference w ill result in a100%  
retention by the hotel and full loss of your booking fee. Please check your personal holiday insurance. 
 
Entertainment and Dress Code: For the Friday evening DG drinks reception and Gala Dinner with entertainments, the dress 
code will be formal with regalia. The dress code will be “smart casual” for the Plenary sessions on Saturday and the Saturday 
Night Foundation Celebration Dinner, again with entertainment.   
 
Conference Badges: Delegates are requested to wear their Conference name badges for all conference sessions and events as 
they act as a security pass. Badges and Conference programmes will be available for collection at the Rotary Reception Desk from 
4 pm on Friday afternoon and from 8.45am on Saturday. 
 
The booking form: can also be downloaded from the District Website. This is where any updated information w ill 
be posted.  
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.  

2023 District Conference Registration Form 
 

Registration 1 Category_______________________    Registration 2 Category____________________________ 
Categories: Rotarian, Spouse, Partner, Guest 

 
Surname___________________________________ Surname_______________________________________ 
 
First name__________________________________ First name______________________________________ 
This should be your preferred name for use on the Conferences badge etc. 
 
Title_______________________________________ Title___________________________________________ 
            (As you wish to be known)                                         (As you wish to be known) 
 
Rotary Club of_______________________________ Rotary Club of___________________________________ 
Club President in 2023-24   YES / NO (please circle) Club President in 2023–24   YES / NO (please circle) 
 
Rotary Office________________________________  Rotary Office____________________________________    
(DG/DGE/DGN/PDG/AG/District Officer/PHF)   (DG/DGE/DGN/PDG/AG/District Officer /PHF) 
 
Mobility/Visual/Hearing needs: _________________________________________________________________  
 
Preferred room type: Double________________      Single________________      Twin__________________ 
 
Accessible ___________________        Family____________________         All rooms are subject to availability 
  
Special dietary requirements: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact email address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Telephone: ______________________________________________________ 
. 
Any accompanying children: Name(s) ______________________________  DOB(s) _______________________________ 
 
My Booking details are: 
This form is for up to two adults as detailed by you.  Please tick your requirements and put the final cost in the total column 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please Note: delegates are advised to consult their personal holiday Insurance policies which should cover the 
cancellation and/or booking amendments within 31 days of Conference. 
 
Please email registrations to the Registrar, Peter Firth and credit the ‘District 1030 Conference Account’ at Bar-
clays Bank. Sort Code: 20-40-09   Account no: 10467685 and quote your name and club in the reference section. 
 
 
Email registration forms to: Conference Registrar Peter Firth:  peter@rotary-newcastleupontyne.org.uk  
Telephone 07796 662134 
 
GDPR: Please note information may be shared within the conference committee 

  Cost per 
person 

Reg 1 Reg 2 Total 
cost 

1 Conference day delegates registration fee 
payable by all Conference attendees. The cost 
includes teas/coffee & Chef’s choice buffet 
lunch (Exceptions  children under 16 years) 

 
   £80 

      

2 The Hotel Rendezvous – Double room 
DB&B with entertainment on Friday and Satur-
day evenings plus DG drinks reception 

 
£271.50 

      

3 The Hotel Rendezvous – Single room 
DB&B and entertainment for Friday and Satur-
day evenings plus DG drinks reception 

  
£331.50 

      

4 Dinner Friday Evening: DG Drinks reception 
and Gala dinner with entertainment (if not 
staying at The Hotel Rendezvous) 

  
£45 

      

5 Dinner Saturday Evening: Foundation Celebra-
tion Dinner with Entertainment (if not staying 
at The Hotel Rendezvous) 

  
£35 

      

                                                                                                                Grand Total 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:peter@rotary-newcastleupontyne.org.uk
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“The Yeomans” Wild Water Dipping 
 

F 
or the past ten years Bishop Auckland 
Rotarian John Yeomans has swam in the 
North Sea on New Year’s Day to boost Bishop 
Auckland Rotary Club’s Christmas 

Fundraising. However, this year’s dip was delayed until 
recently. 

 

John & his wife Kath decided to delay no longer so, after 
donning their wet-suits, they plunged into the waters of 
Cullercoats Bay when the sea was a balmy 3°C. 
 

Thanks must go to fellow Rotarians, family and friends 
who sponsored the intrepid couple who hope to raise 
£400+ as a result of their efforts. The money raised will 
support the club’s two main Christmas Charities, the 
Great North Air Ambulance Service and Dementia UK 
as well as other worthy Charitable causes. 
 

Graham Barsby,  
Rotary Bishop Auckland. 

GET IN TOUCH 
 

This Bulletin is devoted to giving you the 
opportunity to have your say. Whether you 
want to advertise an event, praise or 
complain, suggest or advise, add information 
or correct it, or just get something off your 
chest, we’d love to hear from you. Contact the 
Editor at brianshaw6@sky.com. Please note 
the deadline for any correspondence for the 
MARCH, 2023 edition of The Bulletin should 
be received by the Editor no later than 26 
FEBRUARY, 2023. 

Homeless don’t go hungry at Rotary 
Washington 

 

H 
omeless don’t go hungry was the topic ,at 
Rotary Washington's meeting, at the 
Washington Arms, This weeks speaker 
was Andrea Bell, Founder of Sunderland 

Community / Soup Kitchen /Food Bank, 
 

Andrea opened by providing background of how when 
working for a letting agency, she saw the great need of 
those who were going without food or shelter. Through 
no fault of their own, her heart went out to them they felt 
alone unloved and unwanted,  she decided she needed 
to do something about it. 
 

Andrea has built up an amazing caring organization in 
Sunderland.  Emmanuel Free Church in Hudson Road 
along with Alberts Place ( Albie Gibbons ) in High Street 
are the places where Andrea has built up an amazing 
team of volunteers. Andreas passion has overflowed to 
others. She gets cooking help from ex school cooks, at 
present she has over seventy who help, and they now 
cook around 100 hot meals a day. Making sure no 
one  goes hungry is her aim. 
 

Some of the individuals who are helped, now in turn, 
help Andrea. Some of these were found employment via 
Andrea at Nissan, who have built up a close working 
relationship, with the work and people at the Soup 
Kitchen. 
 

Getting a free haircut. Is also possible, provided by the 
top hairdresser Neville Ramsay. Also, Andrea makes 
sure those in need get podiatry treatment . 
 

Andrea has an allotment at Silksworth, where she and 
volunteers grow veg and use it to make free meals. She 
said their door is open to everyone; she cares and gives 
love and respect to all. 
 

Donation raised by Washington's Wessington Primary 
school children, and given to Rotary Washington, for the 
homeless and those going without food. was presented 
to Andrea by club President Joan Waldron. 
 

Neil McOnie, 
Rotary Washington. 

John and Kath Yeomans 

Oh I do like to be beside the seaside! 

Andrea Bell with Rotary Washington 
President Joan Waldron 
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A 
fter years of planning, fundraising, training, mental 
preparation and anticipation, on 12 December 
2022 in La Gomera in the Canary Islands, the race 
start day arrived and the team have battled through 
to the end of their momentous challenge.  

 

Team Emotive crossed the finish line in Nelson’s Dockyard 
English Harbour They arrived at 09.45 on 26 January 2023 
local Antigua time after rowing 3,000 miles across the very 
unpredictable Atlantic Ocean, completing The Talisker Whisky 
Atlantic Challenge, the world’s toughest row. They were united 
in raising awareness of their charity, Veterans at Ease which is 
a leading mental health charity committed to helping veterans 
suffering from PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder) and 
associated problems; offering support by trained therapists, all 
of whom have received therapy themselves and then have 
gone on to become trained  therapist. The strapline on the boat is “It’s not weak to speak”   
 
 

As they crossed the finish line (below), we can only guess at how it felt as they looked around to see land for the first 
time in 45 days, searching the gathered crowd for their family, friends and friends they are about to meet - members 
of the Rotary Club of Antigua. On board were three veterans Garreth Morrell (Tyneside Rotary), Jason Watkins 
(Skipper) Chris Harvey, Phil Kit who took part in the race in 2018 and let’s not forget their trusty vessel, Oardrey 
which proudly displayed the Rotary North East logo. 

 

As an avid DOT and YB Race app watcher I have 
plotted the team’s progress daily since before they 
arrived in La Gomera to them crossing the finish line. 
I was fortunate to be able to send many messages of 
encouragement to Garreth and the Team through 
Whatsapp and Facebook. The team have crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean, the second-largest ocean in the 
world. Well known for its unpredictable seas and 
weather. They have had to cope with high seas, flat 
calm, torrential rain, squally showers, and searing 
heat not to forget the low visibility. 
 

The Team kept their followers entertained by sharing 
their sense of humour on Facebook and Garreth has 
become very well known for his “Dad Jokes”! 
 

There were of dramatic moments; one which stands out happened not long into the race when  during one night a 
marlin struck their daggerboard with such force it move the boat sideways by two feet; repairs were carried out with 
the help of rolls of gaffer tape! 
 

Two hours rowing and two hours sleeping eating and doing essential jobs was their life for 45 days. Coping with 
seasickness, blistered hands and other parts of their bodies, Christmas and birthdays celebrated; all to raise 
awareness of their cause. Lighter moments, whale and dolphin spotting, visits twice a day by a small bird they called 
Vicky and a little stowaway, found on board 140 miles from the finish, a very small crab, the Team named Collin. I 
think Collin was after a lift back to land!  
 

As the sun set over their last night at sea I would love to know what the team were thinking. Family and friends 
arrived in time to attend the briefing ahead of the team arrival; the Rotary Club of Antigua extended a warm welcome 
to Rotarian Christina Morrell and her friends at their Rotary meeting and were at the harbour to see the team cross 
the finish line. They have held a welcome event for the whole team, Rotary across the world extending the hand in 
friendship. A big thank you to President ILean Ramsey and members of the RC of Antigua.  
 

In conclusion I would like to extend my personal congratulations to Team 
Emotive; it’s been a long and exciting journey. I have had the pleasure to be 
involved this venture since before the naming of Audrey in June 2021. I am 
looking forward to meeting up with them in the very near future; I understand 

they are bringing us all a case full of 
sunshine from the Rotary Club of Antigua. 

THEY DID IT! 
PDG Barbara Broadbelt 

T 

Veteran at Ease’s work continues, and 
to help with this Darlington Rotary Club 
are hosting a concert featuring the 
original Military Wives Choir.  Be on the 
lookout for more information! 
 
 

Left: Members of Team Emotive and Antigue 
Rotary 
Right: Christina Morrell, of Rotary Tyneside 
(left), and (right), ILean Ramsey, of Rotary 
Antigua 
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2020 

 

Rotary goes purple at Lord Mayor’s Show 

A 
s we enter the New Year, it is time for 

me to give you a quick update on the 

Rotary Youth Competitions, leading 

up to the National Finals in April 2023. 
 

We have had a strong response from Clubs to this year’s 

competitions, and I have already had details from some 

Clubs of the entries they are putting forward to the District 

Finals. 
 

Please make sure that all of your Club winners have been 

selected by 31 Jan 2023 for the off-line competitions 

( Writer, Photographer, Artist, Film-maker, Environmentalist ) 

and by 18 Feb 2023 for the face-to-face competitions 

( Musician, Chef, Youth Speaks ).  
 

Off-line judging of our District entries will take place during 

February 2023 and the District winners will then go 

forward to be judged at National level in March/April 2023 

(also “off-line”). Young Artist entries should be delivered to 

me in their original format for judging in Stokesley; All other 

competition entries to be sent to the District Judges by email 

or via DropBox.  
 

The face-to-face competitions at District level will take 

place in late February/ early March and the winners will then 

be judged at Cluster level by the end of March 2023. Our 

cluster covers five Rotary Districts across the North of 

England (D1030, 1040, 1190, 1180 and 1285) and the venue 

for each of them will be chosen by agreement with the other 

four Districts very soon.  
 

I am the Cluster Co-ordinator for all five Districts, but to be 

fair to all of the participants, the chosen locations will not all 

be in our District. The Cluster winners will then go forward to 

compete in the National Finals in April 2023;  

Young Musician     Saturday 22nd April at Wrekin College, 

Wellington 

Youth Speaks    Sunday 23 April, also at Stratford-upon-

Avon 

Young Chef    Saturday 29 April at Ashlawn Secondary 

School, Stratford-upon-Avon 
 

I would grateful if you could include me in the circulation 

when sending your winners’ details and entries to our 

District judges, so that I can make sure all our entries are 

entered into the next stages of judging, and tracked right 

through to the National Finals. 
 

Let’s see if we can beat last year’s results - four National 

winners and three third places, when the Junior Team from 

Blyth took first place in Young Environmentalist; Daisy 

Redman from Middlesbrough Erimus won Young Artist 

(Intermediate); Jacob Bennett-Hogg from Stokesley took first 

place in Young Artist (Senior); and Lily Tibbitts from Amble 

and Warkworth took the top prize in Young Writer (Senior). 
 

Happy New Year to everyone 
 

PDG Peter Chandler,  

District Youth Chair 

cemantix0@gmail.com 

07801 193929 

 

Youth Competition Update 2023 

 

mailto:cemantix0@gmail.com
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DISCOVER ROTARY 
 

We are neighbours, community leaders, and global  

citizens uniting for the common good. With you, we can 

accomplish even more 
 

EXPLORE ROTARY CLUBS 
The heart of Rotary is our clubs – dedicated people who share a 

passion for both community service and friendship 
 

DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS 

Whether you’re a student or starting a career, there are 

many ways in which Rotary can help you become a better leader 
 

SHARE DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES 

Rotary brings together great minds from nearly everywhere 

In the world 
 

ADVANCE YOUR EDUCATION 

From college scholarships to our renowned  

Peace Fellowships, Rotary supports the educational 

aspirations of thousands of future leaders 
 

DISCOVER NEW CULTURES 

Explore the world through our global network 
 

EXPLORE OUR CAUSES 

We’re committed to taking on some of the world’s 

most pressing challenges 
 

JOIN A PROJECT 

Change your community by volunteering on a local project 

 

Interested?  Visit www.discover-rotary.org 
 


