
MUMBLES ROTARY’S LASTING LEGACY OF THE PLATINUM JUBILEE 
 
As part of the Celebration of the Platinum Jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth 1952-2022, in September 2021 
Mumbles Rotary Club discussed the forthcoming 
Jubilee Celebrations and what the club could do to 
mark the event.  Rather than organise an event such as 
a street party we felt a more permanent memento of 
the occasion would be more fitting.  The notion of a 
Jubilee Arch was floated amongst the members.  This 
would take the form of an archway placed at the 
entrance to Southend Gardens decorated with 
children’s drawings celebrating 70 years of Queen 
Elizabeth’s reign.  The drawings would be lasered into 
galvanised steel and welded onto the arch.  The idea 
was that a competition would be held among the 
Primary schools in Mumbles and the winning drawings 
would be selected to decorate the arch. 
 
Alan Thomas came to our rescue as he had a relative who kindly offered to manufacture 
an arch at no cost to the club.  Ron James, who owns a welding company, listened to our 
proposal and gave some advice on what to say to 
schools in terms of dimensions for drawings. 
Mumbles Community Council were asked if they 
would support the Jubilee Arch idea and club 
members put our proposal forward during a 
council ‘Teams’ meeting. A further on-site meeting 
was held and the ‘go-ahead was given. 
 
The schools were invited to take part in a drawing competition and select 10 entries 
from each school to be judged by a team from the workshop, Rebecca Fogarty from the 
Council and members of our club. The panel found the selection of one winner from 
each school a hard task and so three winners from each school were selected and the 

schools informed. 
 
The drawings were 
manufactured into 
galvanised steel and are an 
exact replica of the 
children’s work on paper. 
There is also one Rotarian 
Roundel on each side of the 
arch alongside a plaque 
outlining that the arch was a 
collaboration between local 
industry, Mumbles Rotary, 
Mumbles Community 



Council, and local Primary Schools.  
 
The official opening was held on May 23rd, 2022, with The 
Lord’s Lieutenant of West Glamorgan Mrs Louise Fleet cutting 
the ribbon. The winners of the competition, their proud 
parents and grandparents along with teachers and pupils 
attended the opening ceremony.   

 
During the lighting of the 
Mumbles Beacon during the 
Jubilee Celebrations, some of 
the winners were interviewed 
by Gethin Jones live on BBC. 
 
 

We now have a permanent reminder of the 70 years of service that her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth has given to the nation here in Southend Gardens. 


